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        Jesus Christ – Knowing Him 

 
What do we mean when we say “I know Jesus”? Clearly it's not the same 
for us today as knowing someone we can see, feel or touch, or even 
someone we can contact by skype or email. But Jesus himself said to 
doubting Thomas: "Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." John 20:29 
Yet those who know the Lord will maintain that it is just as real a 
relationship and as with any other relationship, as we work at it, so we get 
to know Him better. 
 
How our relationship began 
When we talk about knowing someone we can think back to our first 
encounter. With Jesus it may have been when you heard some words 

from the Bible and believed. Romans 10:17 says: 
“Faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the word about Christ.” 
A light was turned on and for the first time we saw 
the Kingdom of God; we were born again. Then as 
we opened the door of our hearts, He came in: 
“'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone 
hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in 

to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.” Rev 3:20. The expression 
“dine with” clearly shows the real desire that Jesus has not so much that 
we would be His servants but rather His friends. This is echoed in John 15 
where Jesus says: “I no longer call you servants but friends if you do what 
I command you” 
 
When we relate to a person we live with, we need to keep open and 
honest if we are to maintain their friendship, trust and loyalty, and for our 
relationship to grow. So it is with Jesus. We need to confess our sins; He 
will always forgive us if the repentance is genuine. “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9. Our relationship with Him will then grow 
daily and as we put our trust in Him we will steadily become “like a tree 
planted by a stream.” We will bear much fruit and our leaves will not dry 

'Behold, I 
stand at the 
door and 
knock’ 
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up. (Psalm 1): 
 
“What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” Phil 3:8 
 
Our relationship with Jesus is of course more reliable and permanent than 
even the best human relationship. Whereas human beings are not always 
reliable, Jesus is totally reliable. If we stray we have the promise in James 
4:“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” 
 
Know Jesus, know peace; no Jesus, no peace. 
Going through the day without praying may seem OK for a while, but like 

a tree without water, if we go day after day without 
praying, without thanks and praise on our lips, we will 
gradually wither and lose our peace. The quiet 
steadiness of living hand in hand with the living God 
and abiding in Him cannot be compared with any 
other experience in life. Jesus is the light of the world, 
the fountain of life, the hope for our future, the 
warmth of real agape love.  

 
Have you lost your peace? 
Maybe you've strayed into sin; maybe you've lost your vision and got 
caught up with the things of the world. Turn your eyes upon Jesus, and 
the things of the world will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and 
grace. 
 
The expression to “Know the Lord” was around long before Jesus came. 
Then they related directly to God the Father. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 
had paid for their sins too, and indeed for those of all mankind who will 
repent and lay down their lives to serve the living God. However, we need 
to share the Gospel to bring God’s fullness to those who have served him 
only as their Father. Once people have heard the gospel then they will be 
judged according to their response to Jesus Christ. 
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Knowing Jesus; loving our brothers and sisters in Christ 

The proof that we have come to know Jesus 
is that we love one another. “Do not be 
surprised, brethren, if the world hates you. 
We know that we have passed from death to 
life, because we love each other. Anyone 
who does not love remains in death.” 1 John 
3:14 . Conversely this verse tells us that we 
also know that we have changed because 
the world hates us. Hate is a strong word but 
it’s what Jesus uses, to leave no doubt in our 
mind of the seriousness of what being born 

again means. There is a sharp divide now between us and the world, 
brought about by our conversion.  
 
Paul said:” I want to know Christ--yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death”. Knowing Jesus has two aspects: enjoying the triumph of eternal 
life but also identifying with Jesus in His suffering. The power of His 
resurrection brings with it eternal life and the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
The fellowship of His sufferings means being willing to be looked down 
upon for being a Christian. However we will also be thought well of by 
many who realise that we are following the truth. It means being willing to 
declare our faith and “always have a reason for the hope that is within us”. 
It means fasting and prayer when we see a need in others or in ourselves, 
or we just want to get closer to Jesus. 
 
Conclusion: 
It’s often said that Christianity is not a religion but a relationship. One 
definition of religion is “an organized collection of beliefs”, which of course 
we have, but it is true that Christianity is not just following a set of rules. 
It’s being born again into a relationship with Jesus Christ and walking with 
Him each day. May we ever grow closer to Him, feasting at His table and 
surrounded by His glory! 
                             
 

We know that 
we have 
passed from 
death to life, 
because we 
love each other 

Songs: I just want to be where You are;  All I once held dear 
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Some other scriptures about knowing Jesus / knowing the Lord: 
“This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel: after that time, 
declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.  No longer will they 
teach their neighbour, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they 
will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their 
wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

 
 By calling this covenant 

“new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and 
outdated will soon disappear.” Hebrews 8:10-13 
 
“Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back 
and lie down.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord 
had not yet been revealed to him.” 1 Samuel 3:6-7 
 
“We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands” 1 John 3:3 
 
“Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we 
will come to them and make our home with them. John 14:23 

 
 

http://biblehub.com/1_samuel/3-6.htm

